Romania – general info
Romania is located in the central-southern part of the Europe, at the middle of the distance between the Equator and the North Pole (45° N latitude), which gives it a temperate climate. The country neighbors with Moldavia, Ukraine, Hungary, Serbia, Bulgaria and with the Black Sea, through its 244 km coastline.
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Time Zone Area: Seven hours ahead of U.S. Eastern Standard Time (GMT + 2) 
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Population: With a 238.391 km2 surface, Romania belongs to the medium-sized countries, and regarding demography, it ranks at the middle of the European countries’ hierarchy, with a population of 21.60 million (2004 census), 22 million (year 2010 forecast)

Ethnic Groups: Romanian 89,5%, Hungarian 6.5%; Roma - 2.5%; other ethnic groups -1.5% 

Religions: Most Romanians are Christian Orthodox 86,7%, Roman Catholic 4,7%, Protestant 3,2%, Greek Catholic 0,9%, Unitarian 0,3%, Jewish and Muslims.
Flag of Romania: Three vertical stripes: red, yellow and blue. 
Climate: Temperate, four distinct seasons: pleasant temperatures during Spring and Fall, hot Summers, cold Winters. The medium temperature is of 10°Celsius, but there are changes depending on the heights and latitude.
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Romania’s relief is harmonious and full of variety in landscapes and landforms. The magnificent Carpathian Mountains, the sunny hills and plateaux, the fertile plains and of course, the Black Sea and the Danube River, make up a unique and very well proportioned relief.
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Capital: Bucharest (Romanian: Bucureşti /bu.ku'reSti/) is the political administrative, economic and cultural centre, with a population over two millions. It is located in the southeast of the country and lies on the banks of the Dâmboviţa River. Between the World Wars, was named “Little Paris”. Its cultural establishments, part of the European culture, and its opera, operetta, theatres, philharmonics are well known around the world. Many museums reveal the richness of Bucharest's cultural and historic life. 
Official Language: The official language is Romanian, a Latin-based language in the same family as Spanish, French, Italian, and Portuguese.  
Form of Government: Parliamentary Republic with two legislative bodies: Senate (Senat) and Chamber of Representatives (Camera Deputatilor)

Head of State: President, directly elected, by universal suffrage, for a maximum of two consecutive five-year terms; currently Mr. Traian Basescu, who was elected in December 2004. Next presidential elections: November 2009.
Head of Government: Prime Minister who is appointed by the President; Romania is NATO member (2004) and member of the European Union (2007).
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Language:  Romanian, a Latin based language which is a continuation of the Latin spoken in ancient times in Dacia and Moesia — the eastern provinces of the Roman Empire. A 31-letter Latin alphabet is in use. Ethnic minorities (Hungarian and German) use their own languages in school and civil administration. Literacy rate in Romania is 98%. Most Romanians living in towns and cities are able to communicate in English, French or German. In smaller villages only younger people and children speak one or more foreign languages.

Public Holidays: Romanian celebrate all religious holidays, and there are public holidays at Christmas and Easter. 
· January 1 and 2: New Year

· Orthodox Easter: March, April or early May (date varies); 2010: April 4, 5
· May 1: Labor Day

· December 1: Romania’s National Day

· December 25-26: Christmas

Several religious holidays including feasts of St. John (January 7), St. George (April 23), Sts. Peter & Paul (June 29), St. Mary (August 15), St. Michael (November 8) and St. Nicholas (December 6) are observed throughout the year in rural areas. It is customary for Romanians all over the country to celebrate their Saint's Name Day (Ziua Onomastica). Ethnic minorities celebrate their own holidays.
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