ROMANIA – Environment and Ecological Actions

Environment and Ecological Actions

After 1950 the Romanian Academy established protected natural areas, nationals parks, and monuments of nature, which included plans, animals and a few places of scientific importance (erosion evidence, caves, etc.), thus recognizing the 36 “protected natural areas” established by the Commission for the Protection of Nature Monuments set up in 1930. 

According to the norms of the International Union for the Conservations of Nature, the protected natural areas in Romania fall into five distinctive categories:   
1. Scientific reserves

2. National parks

3. Natural reserves

4. Landscape reserves (Biosphere reserves)

5. Natural parks 

Moreover, the following categories of “protected areas” were added: 

· Zones on the list of UNESCO’s “Human Beings and the Biosphere” Programme;

· Zones included in the UNESCO’s World Cultural and Natural Heritage List.
The Danube Delta was included in the list of the “Human Beings and the Biosphere” Programme in 1990, on the basis of the convention on the Wetlands of International Importance, especially as waterfowl habitat. 

Through the study entitled “ Organization of the National Network of Protected Natural Areas”, the Ministry of Waters and Environmental Protection proposed the following areas as: 

National Parks

1. Rodna 
2. Retezat 

3. Căliman

4. Cozia

5. Ceahlău
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Biodiversity is represented adequately in Romania, through the large number of plant and animal species. In order to maintain biological diversity and the natural habitats, and also to adjust its activities to the general policy of the international bodies, Romania adhered to the Convention of the Conservation of Wildlife and Natural Habitats in Europe (BERN) and ratified (17 November 1994) the Convention in International Trade in Wildlife Species and the Convention of the Migratory Species of Wild Animals. 

     Romania participated in the CORIN Programme with the project entitled “Biotopes”. The work was drawn up in the specialised institutes in this country and contains an inventory in the ecosystems in Romania, with their salient features, as well as with the sources of pollution. 

Over the past few years, measures have been taken (legislative, organizational, institutional, material), and a network of stations was created in order to monitor the quality of environmental factors. The Environment Protection Agencies supervise and, when necessary, sanction polluters. This is a sensitive field, and the relevant Romanian authorities have their hands full with the things to be done in order to meet the requirements of the European Union. 

Romanian’s Main Natural Resources

Natural resources are the natural capital, a basic component of Romanian’s wealth. The utilisation of this resources by tapping both non-renewable and renewable materials and by processing them into products necessary to life reflects to a great extent the degree of the country’s socio-economic development, the health of the environment and the populations living standard.   
The Danube and the Back Sea are distinct ecosystems, which have a special economic and ecological importance for Romania. 

The Danube is an European transport waterway. The Danube-Black Sea Rhine-Main-Danube canals connect the North Sea and the Black Sea. There are prospects for a larger traffic of goods on the territory of Romania. The Danube is a source of water for various uses, a source of food (fish) and a source of cheap energy produced by the two hydropower stations at the Iron Gates. 

The Black Sea is Romania’s to seas and oceans, while the coastal zone and the continental shelf offer various conditions to lap underground deposits (oil, natural gas), to turn to advantage the aquatic riches (fish), and the sea shore tourism. 

The vegetation and wildlife are harmoniously spread over the territory of Romania and constitute a renewable resource of great value provided they are judiciously used. 
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The Danube Delta is a distinct ecosystem in Europe, of incalculable ecological value. It stretches over ca 600,000 ha, of which 550,000 ha on the Romanian territory. The Danube Delta features a hydrological network made of principal and secondary streams, channels and lakes. An impressive variety of plants, fish, animals and birds (most of them migratory) is to be found here. As almost all species are considered natural monuments, not to be met elsewhere, the zone was declared “The Danube Delta Biosphere Reserve”. The Danube Delta is now the project of special ecological rehabilitation and protection programmes.   
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